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SUMMARY 

This paper presents the Silk Road Contingency Route which is a conceptual design of a 
parallel (20NM apart) contingency route between Kunming, China and Berlin, Germany 
based on RNP2 (but capable of being utilized by RNAV2 and RNAV5 aircraft within 
where possible) using the most efficient path north of the Himalayas as close as possible to 
the great circle, considering the existing geo-political-ATS environment. This conceptual 
contingency route is intended to be utilized in the case that any of the existing routes 
through Afghanistan and adjacent states become unavailable.   

This paper relates to –   
 
Strategic Objectives: 

A: Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 
B: Security – Enhance global civil aviation security 
C: Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development of Air Transport – 

Foster harmonized and economically viable development of international civil 
aviation that does not unduly harm the environment 

 
Global Plan Initiatives:  
GPI-6  Air traffic flow management 
GPI-7  Dynamic and flexible ATS route management 
GPI-8  Collaborative airspace design and management 
GPI-18  Aeronautical information 
 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Currently the majority of air traffic between Southeast Asia/Australia and Europe 
follow Major Traffic Flow AR-4 routes through Afghanistan and adjacent States.  There is a very real 
possibility that any of these routes could become unavailable in the future due to circumstances 
external to the scope of air traffic management authorities. 
 
1.2 The consequences of this potential occurrence would be very disruptive on the flow 
of air traffic between Southeast Asia and Europe resulting in: (1) Reduced demand/capacity balance, 
(2) Network overload on alternative routes, (3) Less efficient routing - resulting in longer flying time, 
holding and fuel usage, as well as technical stops, (4) Possible reduction in safety through congestion 
of alternative traffic flows, and (5) Greater environmental footprint. 
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1.3 There is currently no contingency routing available which can adequately meet the 
economic requirements and environmental commitments of air traffic between Southeast Asia and 
Europe should the routes through Afghanistan and/or Iran, Pakistan become unavailable, as the 
current options are much longer. In addition, traffic operating through this area during a time of 
impending crisis could be subject to economic and even safety consequences as a crisis situation 
rapidly unfolds. 
 
1.4 The Information Paper introduces a conceptual design of a parallel (20NM apart) 
contingency route between Kunming, China and Berlin, Germany based on RNP2 (but capable of 
being utilised by RNAV2 and RNAV5 aircraft within where possible) using the most efficient path 
north of the Himalayas as close as possible to the great circle, considering the existing geo-political-
ATS environment.  This conceptual contingency route is intended to be utilized in the case that any of 
the existing routes through Afghanistan and adjacent states become unavailable. 
 
2. DISCUSSION 
 
 The Silk Road Contingency Route will be presented through a PowerPoint which will 
be distributed and demonstrated within IDS’s proprietary design software Airspace Designer. 
 
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to: 
 

a) note the information contained in this paper; 
 

b) agree to the concept of the Silk Road contingency route; 
 

c) agree to provide information supporting further development of the concept; 
and 

 
d) discuss any relevant matters as appropriate. 

 
 

…………………………. 
 
 

 
 

 


